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Memo 5  
The near future is formed by adding the suffix سَـ    to the imperfect verb. The distant future is formed by adding the suffix 

 .to the imperfect verb سَوْفَ 

Certainly not! They will know [soon]! (78:5)  
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Certainly not! You will know! (102:4)  
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When the future is expressed by a time marker or by the context, the particles سَـ or َ
َ
  .are not necessary سَوْف

The difference between the near future and the distant future is subjective or rhetorical. There is therefore no precise 
boundary between the two; it depends on what one wishes to express. As the Quranic text below states, what may seem 
distant to some may seem near to others. 
 

Singular and Plural Forms 

Feminine plural Masculine plural Dual Singular 

ح ات الفلَّا ح    ح   /ونَ فلَّا ينَ فلَّا ح   حَ /ان  فلَّا يْن  فلّا ح    فلَّا
 

تَّة خَمْسَة  أرَْبعََة  ثلَّثةَ  اِثْنَان دأحََ  صِفْر  عَشَرَة ت سْعَة  ثمََانِيَة  سَبْعَة  س 
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There are a number of very common patterns for internal plurals. Here are a few: 

Example Pattern 
Plural Singular 

جال  ل   ر   ف عال رَج 

 لافْعأَ  وَلَد أوَْلاد 

 ف ع ول  صَدْر ص د ور 

تاب   ك ت ب   ف ع ل  ك 

د  د  مَساج  ل  مَسْج   مفاع 

يكة  أرَائ ك  ل ئ  فعَا أرَ 
 

There are plurals reserved for small numbers, that is, numbers not exceeding ten. The four most common patterns are 
as follows:  

Pattern لة أفْ  عالفْ أَ  أفَْع ل  ف علة ع 

Example  بية صَب يا ج  أطعمة طَعام ج  أقلّم قَلَم ج  شَهْر ج أشَْه ر  ص 

Translation Month Pen Food Young child 
 

The collective form is a form that is conjugated in the singular but indicates the species. It is generally used for minerals, 
plants, and animals whose gender cannot be distinguished.  

The collective form has the same form as the singular but without ة.  
 Stone Tree Bee 

Collective  نَحْل  شَجَر  حَجَر 
Singular  نَحْلة  شَجَرة حَجَرة 

 


